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Control Information 

Control Number: 

Status: 

Due Date: 
Letter Date: 

Addressee: 

Contact Type: 
Signature: 

File Code: 

Subject: 

Instructions: 
Instruction Note: 

General Notes: 
CC: 

AX-12-000-0495 Alternate Number: N/A 

For Your Information Closed Date: N/A 

N/A # of Extensions: 0 
Jan 10,2012 Received Date: Jan 11, 2012 

AD-Administrator Addressee Org: EPA 

FAX (Facsimile) Priority Code: Normal 
SNR-Signature Not Required Signature Date: N/A 

401_127 _a General Correspondence Files Record copy 
Daily Reading File-Writing to ask EPA take urgent action to protect victims of hydraulic 

fracturing in Dimock, Pennsylvania 

For Your Information -- No action required 

N/A 

N/A 

OEAEE - Office of External Affairs and Environmental Education 
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Printing Date: January 17, 2012 01:28:41 

ORO - Office of Research and Development-- Immediate Office 

OW- Office of Water-- Immediate Office 
R3- Region 3- Immediate Office 

Lead Information 

Lead Author: N/A 

Lead Assignments: 

Assigner I Office !Assignee !Assigned Date !Due Date I Complete Date 

Supporting Information 

Supporting Author: N/A 

Supporting Assignments: 

Assigner 

Ken Labbe 

History 

!Action By lattice 

I Ken Labbe IOEX 

Wanda Fields ow 
Ken Labbe OEX 

Ken Labbe OEX 

Comments 

I Commentator 
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Office 

OEX 

No Record Found. 

Assignee Assigned Date 

R3 Jan 17,2012 

I Action I Date 

I Forward control to OW !Jan 11,2012 

Forwarded control to OW-OGWDW Jan 11, 2012 

Control Taken Over Jan 12,2012 

Forward control to R3 Jan 17,2012 

!comment I Date 

No Record Found. 
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January 10, 2012 

Lisa Jackson, Administrator 
Unikd States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Jackson; 

We, the undersigned health professionals and scientists, are writing to ask you to take urgent 
action to protect the victims ofhydraulic fracturing in Dimock, Pennsylvania. Following the 
contamination of their water wells, these families are living without a safe source of drinking 
water and face possible health consequences if they are forced to use their contaminated well 
water. Specifically, we request that you investigate the contamination and, in the meantime, 
provide clean, potable drinking water as an emergency response action for these citizens. We 
bdieve that the US Environmental Prokction Agency should step in to protect local residents if a 
driller jeopardizes drinking water supplies and the state govemment does not act. Your testimony 
before Congress in May 2011 on this very issue assures us that you also believe that the provision 
of safe drinking water in such circumstances is the duty of the EPA. 

As you are aware, twelve Dimock families living in the Cat1er Road area suffered contamination 
of their wells shortly after the initiation of natural gas development using hydraulic fracturing. 
The contaminated condition of these families' drinking water was confirmed by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in 2010, at which time the drilling company 
arranged for daily water deliveries. But these water deliveries ended on November 30, 2011 even 
though questions about the safety of the wdl water remain. 

On December 1, 2011, hundreds of concemed citizens, environmental groups, and Mayor Matt 
Ryan of Binghamton, New York, took on the task of paying for and delivering water. 
Commendably, EPA Region 3 began further investigation into the affected well water in Dimock 
in mid-December, and then, in the first week of Lmuary, residents were informed that the EPA 
would continue to investigate the drinking water. On January 6th, EPA Region 3 officials told the 
affected Dimock families that EPA would provide safe drinking water. And then, in an 
unexplained reversal on January 7th, EPA backed away from that pledge, leaving the families in 
Dimock, once again, without the assurance of a safe and reliable supply of drinking water. 

We understand that EPA is continuing its investigation into the nature and extent ofthe 
contamination in Dimock. However, as long as there are reasonable doubts to the safety ofthe 
drinking water and the potential of its consumption posing a significant health threat, the families 
should not be placed in harm's way. In the face of the complete abdication of responsibility by 
the polluter and the state of Permsylvania, it is incumbent upon EPA to ensure that these families 
have access to safe, potable water. 

We are 65 percent water by weight. Drinking water becomes our blood plasma, our cerebral 
spinal fluid, our sweat, and our tears. It is the steam of our exhaled breath on a cold winter's day. 
There is no other human right as fundamental as the right to clean water, which is the right to life 
itself 

We call on EPA to ensure that the families of Dimock do not endure another day without access 
to safe drinking water. 
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Sincerely, 
Sandra Steingraber, Ph.D. 
Distinguished Scholar in Residence, Ithaca College 
Science Advisor, Breast Cancer Action 
Fonner working group member, National Action Plan on Breast Cancer 
Fonner science advisor, Califomia Breast Cancer Research Program 

Poune Saberi, MD. MPH. University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
Vincent Pedre, MD. Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York, NY 
Adam Law, MD. Weill Cornell Medican College, 1\ew York, NY 
Carol Kkpack, BSRN. Dryden Family Medicine, Dryden, NY 
William Klepack, MD. Director of Tompkins County Health Department, Tompkins County, NY 
Larysa Dryszka, MD. Pediatrician, Sullivan County, NY 
Mary Menapace, RN. Upstate Medical University Syracuse, NY 
Anise Rich, Ph.D. Forth Worth, TX 
Kathryn M. Zunich, MD. Arlington, VA 
Rebecca Relu, MPH. Candidate University of Maryland, College Park, MD 
Rachel Goldstein, Doctoral Student University of Maryland, College Park, MD 
Julie Becker, MD. Ph.D. Philadelphia, PA 
Mitra Ebrahim, MD. MPH. Johns Hopkins, Baltimore MD 
Jennifer Sass, Ph.D. Rockville, MD 
Cindy Parker, 1\ID. John Hopkins, Baltimore, .tvlD 
Chrysan Cronin, Professor of Biology Muhknberg College, Allentown, P A 
Wilma Subra, President Subra Company, New Liberia, LA 
Matybeth Carlberg, MD, Skaneateles NY 
Joe Brown, Research Fellow Harvard University, Boston, MA 
Angela Werner, Ph.D. Candidate University of Queensland, Wernersville, PA 
Dorothy Bassett, Ph.D. Izaak Walton League, Gaithersburg, MD 
David Brown, SeD. Ph.D. Toxicologist, Westport, CT 
Kathleen Nolan, .tvlD. MSL Regional Director Catskill Mountainkeeper, Woodstock, NY 
Eric London, MD. Sullivan County, NY 
Martha Powers, Research Assistant University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, P A 
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January 13.2012 

M-1 :!-07 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES. 
AND INDEPENDENT REGULATORY AGENCIES 

FROM : 

SUBJECT 

~ .Jeffrey D. Zients /..-· ~ 
Federal Chief Performance Onicy(and \ V 
Deputy Director for Management~ 

Inventory ofGovenunent Prugrams: Trmk. Export anJ Compditivcness 
Pilot 

Om fiscal situation demands that \VC have a greater umkrstanding 0 r what governmt.'nt Jo~s \\ell 
and what it needs to stop doing. Duplicative programs make government kss e!Tcctive. waste 
tax1xtycr dollars. and make it harder forth~' Ameri,.::m people to navigate government services. 
In order to continue our d'l(nts to reduce duplication and overlap and to improve program 
outcomes through bc:ttt.'r coordination across agencies, we must achicvc even greater 
transparcm:y into ull of' the government's programs. However. critical information on the 
gm·crnmcnt's programs has not beer. centralized in one place. making it diflkult to access 
information on programs working to achieve similar objectives. 

In tiK· coming year. The Onice of Management and Budget (OMB) will work with agencies to 
develop a ~.:omprchensive list of gowmmcnt programs. as required by the Govcmmcnt 
Pcrtormancl.' and Results Act Modernization Act of 20 I 0. and based on lessons learned from 
prl'Vious e1Tor1s. As a lirst step, we will conduct a pilot for a select group of agencies und 
bureaus with prngrams related to trade. exports and competitiveness. The spccitk agencies and 
bureaus arc identilied in the Appendix. 

Pilot agcm:il.'s wi II idcnti I~' an inventory of programs and map them to established programmatic 
and organizational structures. as well as to the agency ' s strategic planning and performance 
goals. Agencies wil l also provide a basic set of descriptiw inlormatiun. including the program 
purpose and fumling.. !'or each progn~m . 

OMB will work closely with each pilut agency . To cnsurt.' thl· success of this effort. each pilot 
agency Chief Operating Ol'liccr shotJd designate a Senior Accountable Ollicial (SAO) to orvm 
no later than Fdmmry I. 2012. AdcLtional details. including a colkctiun template and l:l.·tailcd 
tirm:linc, \\'ill be provided to the SAO of partil·ipating agencies. 

Based 011 till' pilot. guidance will be :ssued to all Federal agencies detailing the approal'h to be 
taken to develop a government-wide inventory . 

Please sem~ the names of SAOs and directqul·stions to the Associate Director or Performance 
and Personnel Management. Shelley Metzcnbaum at smctzent-.aumril ~omb . cop.gm. 
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